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Genre: Character Description 

 

Genre:  

Year 5 Success Criteria Year 6 Success Criteria 

Structural Language Structural Language 

- Appearance, movement, 

behaviour 

- Paragraphs 

- Imagery 

- Adjectives 

- Expanded noun phrases 

- Adverbs 

- Openers 

- Conjunctions 

 

- Appearance, movement, 

behaviour 

- Paragraphs 

- Imagery 

- Adjectives 

- Expanded noun phrases 

- Adverbs 

- Fronted Adverbials 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Structure Language Planning 

Starter: Spelling 

Activity – Introduction of 

new spelling rule – log on to 

Spelling Shed to find 

activities and games linked 

to this week’s spelling rules. 

  

L.C. Can you make 

inferences about a 

character? 

 

Input 

To start our new half term, 

we are looking at character 

descriptions – the character 

you will be studying will vary 

depending upon which class 

novel you are currently 

reading with your teacher. 

 

T to read through sample 

character description on the 

IWB – begin by retrieving 

simple facts about the 

character – what does the 

text specifically tell us? Make 

a list of facts that we can 

see. 

 

T to then model how we 

can use inference to make 

suggestions about a 

character – although it does 

not tell me that she is sad, 

which clues suggest this? 

Starter: Pronouns – what is a 

pronoun? When might we use 

it? Watch the short video to 

check your understanding: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

/topics/zwwp8mn/articles 

/z37xrwx  

Take a look through your 

reading book to find examples 

of these. 

  
 

L.C. Can you begin to use 

imagery? 

 

On the IWB, T to highlight 

examples of a feature 

(imagery) – which feature 

have I chosen? What does it 

do? What is the impact on the 

reader? 

 

Explain that these are all 

examples of imagery – show 

me, don’t tell me. Discuss 

why it is more impactful for 

the reader to draw inferences, 

rather than be spoon-fed how 

to feel. 

 

T to model a range of faces 

on the IWB – I want to show 

you I am sad, but I don’t want 

to tell you directly – what 

could I do? Chn to act out 

Starter: Review of spelling 

rules – look, say, cover, write, 

check activities linked to this 

week’s rule 

 

 

L.C. Can you use imagery in 

a character description? 

 

Briefly review the learning 

from the previous lesson on 

imagery – recap with some 

more examples to act out. 

 

Display a boring character 

description on the IWB – can 

we replace the statements 

with imagery? Can we change 

‘he was excited’ to … 

 

Model the use of imagery to 

edit and improve a character 

description. 

 

Task 

Chn to up-level the sample 

character description using full 

sentences and examples of 

imagery from yesterday (chn 

could use previous work as an 

ideas mat to guide them). 

 

 

Starter: Pronouns – recap your 

understanding with videos from 

Tuesday. Then, complete the 

sample test questions below. 
  

L.C. Can you improve a 

character description by 

varying your sentence 

openers? 

 

Read through and compare two 

examples of a character 

description – which one do you 

prefer? Is one better than the 

other? Which one and why? 

Discuss as a class. 

 

T to pull out features to be 

developed, e.g. sentence 

openers – what is the effect of 

using the same opener each 

time? Which feature could we 

use to vary these openers? 

 

T to mode using the dice to 

select a variety of opener – can 

we use this to improve the 

description on the IWB? T to 

model the editing process. 

 

Task 

Chn to re-write the character 

description by varying the 

sentence openers / use of 

fronted adverbials. 

Starter: Spelling Activity –log 

on to Spelling Shed to find 

activities and games linked to 

this week’s spelling rules. 

  

L.C. Can you plan and 

write a character 

description? 

 

Introduce the task (this will 

depend upon your class 

novel). 

 

T will model how to plan a 

character description, 

focusing on behaviour, 

appearance and movement. 

 

Chn to have time to 

complete brief plans in their 

book. 

 

T to then model using these 

plans for writing, checking, 

editing and improving small 

sections of character 

description 

 

Display the SC boxes for chn 

to check against. 

 

Task 

Chn to have the session to 

complete their own 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx


Build up an understanding of 

inference, before competing 

sample comprehension 

questions on the IWB. 

 

Task 

Chn to complete the 

reading comprehension 

questions, focusing on 

making inference by using 

the clues. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

their ideas, as T labels the 

picture on the IWB. 

 

Task 

Chn to annotate the different 

faces with examples of show 

me don’t tell me – e.g., 

around the sad face, which 

clues could show me that you 

are sad? 

 

character description, using 

the SC boxes to guide. 

 

Provide mini-plenaries 

throughout to check on 

progress. 

 

 

 

 

 



Starter Activities 

Tuesday 

  

 
     

 

 

 



Wednesday 

 



Thursday 

    

 

    

 

 



Lesson Tasks 

Monday 

 



Tuesday 

 



 

Wednesday 

Use your understanding of imagery to edit and improve this character description:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 

Roll the dice to select the way in which you will start your sentence. Use this to help edit and improve the character description: 

   

 



 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


