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A
 W

artim
e D

iary 
1940 - 41 
20.6.40 
W

e got our first aid raid w
arning at 3.30 a.m

., Thursday m
orning, 20th June 1940. I 

tum
bled out of bed, pulled on m

y stockings and sat on the edge of the bed, w
ondering 

w
hat to do next. I sat there for about half an hour, then I heard the “all clear” so I got 

back into bed. The nearest place to us w
hich w

as bom
bed w

as A
ccrington. The total casu-

alties in this raid w
ere sixteen killed and seventeen injured. O

ne hundred N
azi bom

bers 
took part in it; they lost at least seven. 
 25.6.40  
O

ur next w
arning w

as about 1.15 a.m
., Tuesday m

orning, 25th June 1940. These sirens 
m

ake a w
eird din. W

e got out of bed, dressed, and w
ent dow

nstairs. W
e could hear the 

people outside running to the shelters, but w
e stayed in our ow

n hom
e. W

e got the “all 
clear” in just over an hour. Five people w

ere killed and fourteen injured in one tow
n. 

The G
erm

ans are over England every night but w
e only get the w

arning w
hen they are 

com
ing in our direction. A

 lot of our m
en have joined the Parashots, a body of m

en on the 
look out for G

erm
ans w

ho m
ay land by parachute. A

ll our Parashots are arm
ed. W

e have 
taken all our signposts dow

n and blotted out all nam
es of places. W

e are expecting an in-
vasion any day. W

e have put barriers across the m
ain roads, also concrete pill boxes on 

block houses w
ith soldiers guarding them

. 
A

fter w
e had the first air raid w

arning, I had becom
e afraid of the nights com

ing. The 
G

erm
an bom

bers are com
ing over night and day now

, but so far w
e have been lucky, as 

no bom
bs have been dropped in our district. C

onsidering the am
ount of planes com

ing 
over, the dam

age has been very slight up to now
. 

The G
erm

ans m
ade a big blunder this w

eek w
hen they torpedoed the A

ndora Star, w
hich 

happened to be full of G
erm

ans and Italians, w
hen they drow

ned nearly one thousand of 
their ow

n people. I suppose they thought the ship w
as full of children being evacuated. 

N
ow

 w
e have received a bit of good new

s. O
ur N

avy has just captured som
e of the French 

Fleet. 
W

e are arresting aliens, fascists, and Fifth C
olum

nists every day, but I think w
e have a lot 

of traitors am
ongst our people, w

ho m
ight prove dangerous to ourselves if w

e are invad-
ed. W

e are quite ready for the G
erm

ans, and I don’t think they w
ill find it so easy to enter 

our country. W
e have just been told to get in a fortnight’s supply of foodstuffs in case of 

the roads being blocked any tim
e. 



Jan.7th 1943   
H

ave just returned from
 a w

onderful leave —
 given quite unexpectedly. W

e left C
airo on 

D
ec. 22nd, arriving at Jerusalem

 on D
ec 23. w

ith a Padre friend w
ho escorted us, as there 

w
as no room

 elsew
here w

e stayed at the King D
avid H

otel, w
hich is the best place in Jeru-

salem
, the food w

as not up to standard so w
e fed at the Y.M

.C
.A

. restaurant w
hich is im

-
m

ediately opposite. M
argaret &

 I shared a beautiful double room
 w

ith bathroom
 attached, 

w
e rather revelled in the luxury of it all I am

 afraid for tw
o nights, then w

e m
oved to a 

pension after the Xm
as rush w

as over on Boxing D
ay. 

W
e visited the 16th G

. H
. w

hich is in the Kaisers Palace on M
ount O

livet —
 saw

 M
ary 

Jack and all other friends, arranged to m
eet them

 at night to go to Bethlehem
. 

It w
as a w

onderful experience to be in Bethlehem
 on Xm

as eve, w
e w

ere present at the 
Broadcast service. It w

as also very rem
iniscent of other —

 happier Xm
ases —

 m
y 

thoughts w
ere enfolding you all &

 prayers w
ere prayed for you all, by m

y friends also. 
O

n Xm
as day —

 w
e had to celebrate by having our Xm

as breakfast at the H
otel —

 after 
w

hich w
e attended the C

hurch of Scotland m
orning service, there being no M

ethodist ser-
vice —

 the first Xm
as service since I left hom

e —
 I m

ean in a Church —
 w

e w
alked over 

the hills and had our Xm
as dinner at the Y.M

. w
e spent the rest of the day w

ith M
ary Jack 

at the hospital. 
O

n Boxing day w
e w

ent to the A
m

erican C
olony, w

here w
e w

ere m
ost com

fortable —
 w

e 
w

alked over the hills &
 w

ent to N
ahaiyel a seaside place &

 up to M
etulla, on the Syrian 

Border. W
e w

ent to Eir Karin —
 the village w

here John the Baptist w
as born, &

 clim
bed 

the hill, at the top of w
hich, is a house and church ow

ned by M
iss C

arey —
 she has a pic-

ture of the entire Carey fam
ily taken w

hilst the Bishop w
as visiting G

’sey &
 w

hat w
as 

m
ore had a G

’sey grandfather clock —
 w

e talked &
 talked &

 decided that w
e w

ould fly 
hom

e together w
ith M

ary D
orey, w

ho is also in Palestine. 
W

e loved the w
ild flow

ers - scarlet anem
ones —

 w
ild iris nestling in their leaves on the 

ground —
 picked oranges &

 lem
ons from

 the trees —
 it w

as a w
onderful tim

e —
 if som

e-
w

hat saddened by not being able to share it w
ith you both.  














